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What are the other modes 
of Communication?

What happens when verbal communication 
dominates? And script do not exist? When words 
are passed down generations after generations, 
they tend to get interwoven with the story and 
sometimes get manipulated. 



Origin and Migration

The Khasi language falls under the Mon-Khmer 
languages,  which is a language family that is 
apart of the larger  Austroasiatic tree.



Arrival Of the Christian 
Missionaries

- WIlliam Carey 1831
- Thomas Jones -1842
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Khasi State Formation

- Kur
- Shnong
- Raid 
- Hima





Primary study at the 
Kingdom Khyrim- Smit, 
East Khasi Hills.









Once they are brought in, these Thri are 
soaked in water overnight to soften 
them and they are easily obtained in a 
fiber form

The bamboo ringlets are made specially 
by locally skilled craftsmen known as 
“Duhalia” and they are sent to 
designated chiefs: “Ki Raid”.





 The “ Duhalia” are a group of 
Musicians for the rituals of the festival.
 
The Duhalias are majorly from a village 
known as Wahkhen. 

They are a group of 8 to 9 men, they 
sit  outside the house, on the verandah 
of the Ing sad which is traditionally 
known as Tyngkong as they weave the 
Bamboo ringlets:  Kyrwohs.



 The task of making the bamboo ringlets is 
completed in one day. 

it carefully thought well in terms of length 
and width at the time of making.

They measure 2.5inches by 4 inches 
approximately, more or less.

When it is all done, the kyrwohs are sent to 
the different Raids of the Kingdom.

If it so happens that the Kyrwoh cannot be 
delivered on the same day, they can be 
delivered on the following day. But certain 
aspects of the kyrwoh changes.

.







The Kyrwoh carries information about the 
Pomblang festival and especially about an 
offertory ritual ceremony called the Bujai 
Blang. 

Bujai means explain keeping an account of, 
blang means goats. 

Bujai Blang is a rite of offering goats to God 
for the well being, peace and prosperity of 
the Kingdom.

These goats are offered by the priests or 
the Lyngdohs of the Raids

These goats called blang ba lieh ( fully white 
Goats) are bought and stored in the Ingsad.

.
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Primary study at the Kingdom 
Nongstoin, 
West Khasi Hills

02 

 

•Here I met Eighty six years old Sweetymon 
Rynjah 

•She has written many books that talk about 
the Khasi culture as well as other cultures, 
their values and what we can learn from 
them. 

•Nongstoin Kingdom lies 94 kms away from 
Shillong



.

The Nongstoin Kingdom which is on the 
west side of the Khasi Hills, in the ancient 
days, they practiced a similar type of 
communication as the Khyrim Kingdom. 

The bamboo threads or ringlets here in 
Nongstoin Kingdom are called Longiin 
Purnu.
. 

The difference between the Bamboo 
ringlets of the Khyrim and the Nongstoin 
Kingdom is that the ones of the Nongstoin 
Kingdom are longer in length and in size. 
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